Among the erudite readers of the British Journal of Cancer, how many will be moved to read an atlas of breast surgery? Not many. A few prurient molecular biologists might scan some pages to confirm their prejudices that surgeons are mere rude mechanicals who have no right to claim that they play any part in cancer research. Some medical oncologists might care to discover the technical legerdemain necessary to achieve maximal local control and optimal determination of prognostic variables. Radiation oncologists, who are often asked to salvage situations after inadequate surgery, may chose to read and photocopy some of the sections to send to their erring surgical colleagues, most of whom will read neither this Journal nor the Atlas.
The Atlas is a New York production from the combined talents of the Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center and the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, continuing the tradition of those giants of breast surgery Frank Adair and Cushman Haagensen. The book covers the spectrum of invasive procedures, from the deceptively simple fine-needle aspiration to the almost totally superseded radical mastectomy. The multidisciplinary aspects are represented by stereotactic core-needle biopsy, interstitial implant and breast reconstructive surgery. It seems strange that there is no section on core-needle biopsy of palpable lesions, as this is a common technique for obtaining a preoperative histological diagnosis.
The book is well illustrated with line drawings and is surprisingly consistent, considering its multi-authorship. Medical students, for whom the operating theatre is now a no-go zone, may use the Atlas to gain some notion of the main operative procedures for breast cancer. Surgeons in training will be able to grasp the principles of the procedures before learning how and when to perform them. Surgeons wishing to carry out sentinel node biopsies should not look here for technical details, but some could benefit from reading how axillary surgery should be performed correctly. This essential textbook for radiation oncology trainees (originally published in 1993) has been extensively revised and updated. New chapters describe the clinical topics of dose-response relationships, retreatment tolerance and combined radio-and chemotherapy. The molecular and genetic aspects of radiobiology are now treated in two expanded chapters. Although the book arose out of teaching courses organized by the European Society for Therapeutic Radiation Oncology, the style of presentation and nature of the included material make it indispensable for a global audience. The emphasis is on clear, information-rich text that is copiously illustrated with both original charts and seminal examples redrawn from the literature. Each chapter finishes with a succinct listing of key points and an up-to-date bibliography of prominent references. A substantial glossary of scientific terms is included.
While allowing the authors of individual chapters to maintain their own voices, the editor has masterfully achieved a unified style throughout, thus maximizing the reader's potential for comprehension. The references given are pertinent and contemporary and are well chosen to perform as logical gateways for further reading if so desired. This book exemplifies the highest quality of specialized textbooks in performing more than a purely didactic role. Although designed for radiotherapy trainees, largely in the context of gaining accreditation in radiation oncology, Basic Clinical Radiobiology deserves a place on the bookshelves of established radiation oncologists and biologists. Other clinicians and scientists, even (especially) those who consider themselves to be only peripherally connected with clinical radiation science, but who desire a firstclass introduction, will find this book invaluable.
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